
How God Shapes Me 
Lessons from the Potter's Shop 

 
Jeremiah 18:1-6 (CEV) The LORD told me, “Go to the pottery 

shop, and when you get there, I will tell you what to say to 
the people.” I went there and saw the potter making clay pots 
on his pottery wheel. And whenever the clay would not take 
the shape he wanted, he would change his mind and form it 

into some other shape. Then the LORD told me to say: 
People of Israel, I, the LORD, have power over you, 

just as a potter has power over clay. 
 

 1.  Our Lives Are Shaped by The Hand of God 
 

Isaiah 64:8 (NASB) But now, O LORD, You are our Father,  
We are the clay, and You our potter; And all of us 

are the work of Your hand. 
 

Job 10:9 (NIV) Remember that you molded me like clay. 
    Will you now turn me to dust again? 

 

2.  Why? Because God Loves Variety 
 

Romans 9:21 (CEV) Doesn’t a potter have the right to make a 
fancy bowl and a plain bowl out of the same lump of clay?” 

 
Matthew 25:15 (NKJV) And to one he gave five talents, to 

another two, and to another one, to each according to his own 
ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 

 

3.  Physical Appearance Is Not the Bottom Line 
 

1 Samuel 16:7 (NKJV) But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not 
look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have  

refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; 
 

for man looks at the outward appearance, 
but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

 
1 Peter 3:7 (NKJV) Husbands, likewise, dwell with them 

 with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to 
the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered. 

 

4.  My Life Should Function According to Design 
 

Isaiah 45:9 (NASB) “Woe to the one who quarrels with his 
Maker—An earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth! 

Will the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you doing?’ 
Or the thing you are making say, ‘He has no hands’? 

 

5.  There’s an Amazing Treasure Within Me 
 

2 Corinthians 4:7-9 (NCV) We have this treasure from God, but 
we are like clay jars that hold the treasure. This shows that the 

great power is from God, not from us. We have troubles all 
around us, but we are not defeated. We do not know what to do, 

but we do not give up the hope of living. We are persecuted, 
but God does not leave us. We are hurt sometimes, but 

we are not destroyed. 
 

Luke 17:20-21 (NKJV) Now when He was asked by the 
Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered 

them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with 
observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For 

indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” 
 

1 Corinthians 2:9 (NKJV) “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
Nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God 

has prepared for those who love Him.” 
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